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the field; for he had not only the whole of the Papal forces,
but also 15,000 French under Ives d'Allegre and 4,000 Swiss.

But nothing daunted Catherine Sforza's stout heart, and
she prepared with the utmost energy to resist the united
power of the Pope and the King of France, and worked away
at her defences as though she had any number of powerful
allies, instead of only the strength of her own small state.
Though she knew that she was enormously overmatched, and
that all her efforts would be powerless to prevail against such
a force, she was determined to defend the rights of her chil-
dren to the last. She cut down all the trees lound the town;
she burnt down the subiubs, she destroyed even the pleasure-
house in her park, and cut down its trees; she erected forti-
fications in every direction; she sent away her children to
Florence; she diverted the streams in the hills and flooded the
whole country round the town; and she devoted every spare
hour to personally diilling her troops and increasing their
efficiency.

In November 1409 Caesar Borgia's army advanced against
Imola; it was furiously attacked, taken by assault, and
sacked. This frightened the citizens of Forli, and the Signoria,
after long debate, and "much hustling by Catherine," de-
clined to stand by her against the Pope, and agreed to sur-
render the town. Catheiine, on receiving their message to
this effect, sent Landriani to tell the members of the Signoria
that they were "rabbits " She withdrew her forces into the
castle and there stood at bay; and on the following day Csesar
Borgia with his army entered the town. He did his utmost
to induce her to surrender, but without avail; the more des-
perate her case grew, the more resolute Catherine became. The
castle was fiercely attacked, but successfully resisted all the
enemy's efforts; it steadily bombarded the town, and especially
the palace in which Caesar Borgia had taken up his quarters,
which made him furious. After some time he tried a parley,
and advanced to the edge of the moat, and presently Catherine
looked down on him from the battlements. He pointed out to